Last week the House passed H 2997, the FY 2010 Agriculture Appropriations bill which provides $180 million for CSFP. Of that amount $5 million is included to begin service in the six new states with approved state plans and $12.2 million to expand caseload in existing states. Also last week, the Senate Appropriations Committee marked-up $162.8 million for CSFP in their version of the FY 2010 Agriculture Appropriations bill. That amount will keep us at our current caseload level. The bill is expected to be taken up by the full Senate next week. We need the Senate to go along with the higher House number at a minimum. 
Please contact your Senators and ask them to support at least $180 million for CSFP.
Capitol Switchboard Number:    202-224-3121
 In addition, 30 Senators signed on to a letter to the Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture requesting increased funding for next year. I have attached the letter as well as a list of those who signed on.    If your Senator signed on please contact that office and please say the following statement:
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NCSFP Legislative Agenda FY10 Conference Committee August 2009
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture marked up the FY10 Agriculture Appropriations Bill. Included in the bill was $180 million for CSFP and language that would provide funding for expansion in the current service area as well as funding for the six states with approved state plans: Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, New Jersey, Oklahoma, and Utah. We are very grateful to the chair and members of the subcommittee for this funding level. This will allow us to get the new states going while also providing funding for expansion requests with the current states. Please remember to thank the subcommittee members for their support of our program.
The full Appropriations Committee will be meeting in a few days in regards to this bill. Please contact committee members from your area and ask them to support the subcommittee markup but also ask them to consider the full amount of funding that we are requesting in our FY10 Legislative Agenda.
Thank you for all of your hard work on behalf of our participants. The calls and emails that you sent have made a difference! This bill will still have to be considered on the floor of the House before passage there and the Senate has yet to markup their version of the bill. Please keep up the calls and emails. The Capitol Switchboard number is 202-224-3121.
