
March 5th, 2010
Prevent Seniors in Your District from Going Hungry
Support the Commodity Supplemental Food Program

Deadline: Friday March 12th.
This is a programmatic request and does not need to be accompanied by a financial disclosure letter.  However, Members should still submit the request online.
Dear Colleague:

In this time of economic hardship support for effective government programs is more important than ever.  The Commodity Supplemental Food Program provides 600,000 nutritious food packages each month in 39 states, the District of Columbia, and 2 Indian Tribal Organizations.  Please join us in urging the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee to maintain support for the CSFP so this program can meet the growing need facing all food assistance programs.
93 percent of all CSFP recipients are seniors with annual income levels at or below $14,079 and many have no means of transportation.  CSFP is often a program of last resort for seniors who qualify for no other form of nutrition assistance, and by providing for delivery of fresh food packages, the CSFP plays a crucial role in ensuring that even the homebound have their nutrition needs met.  
The letter below urges the Chairwoman and Ranking Member to allocate $177 million in the FY11 Agriculture Appropriations Act for the CSFP.  This is the same funding level proposed in the President’s budget and will allow CSFP operators to continue working hard to fill the additional caseload slots made available as a result of the FY 2010 appropriation.  
Contact Alan Mlynek (alan.mlynek@mail.house.gov ; 5x4961) with Congressman Sander Levin’s office or Ashley Martin (ashley.martin@mail.house.gov ; 5x2801) with Congresswoman Herseth Sandlin’s office at if you have any questions or would like to be added to the letter.  
Sincerely,

Sander M. Levin





Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
Member of Congress





Member of Congress
March 19, 2010
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Chairwoman

Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies

2362-A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-6016

The Honorable Jack Kingston

Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies

2362-A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-6016

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Kingston,

We respectfully ask that you allocate $176.788 million, the same amount requested in the President’s proposed Fiscal Year 2011 budget, for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). We appreciate the Committee’s support in the past, and are pleased to say at this time that the President’s budget request provides adequate funding for the CSFP program in place today.

As you know, CSFP is a critical nutrition program that delivers U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) commodities primarily to seniors, and mothers and children. In this time of economic hardship, reliance on nutrition assistance is greater than ever. CSFP is an important component of our nutrition efforts because it reaches many seniors who qualify for no other program while providing delivery for those that are homebound.

CSFP provides 600,000 food packages each month in 39 states (including seven new states as a direct result of your action in FY 2010), the District of Columbia, and 2 Indian Tribal Organizations. This year 96 percent of the participants are elderly individuals with an income at or below $14,079. CSFP food packages are designed to supplement needed sources of nutrients typically lacking in participants’ diets, including protein, iron, zinc, and vitamins B-6 and B-12. CSFP providers also have been very cost efficient: the typical food package has a retail value up to $50 but costs the Federal government less than $20 per participant package.

In a recent study of CSFP, the Urban Institute found that:

        “CSFP has charms worth considering in designing human service programs. The administrative simplicity and familiar and comfortable atmosphere of the program are clearly attractions to a population that needs assistance but may be reluctant to seek help in settings it perceives as bureaucratic, stigmatized, or unsympathetic. The fact that the foods distributed are highly valued is clearly another [benefit].”
                                                                USDA/Urban Institute Study 2008

All CSFP operators are working hard to use the additional caseload slots made available as a result of the FY 2010 appropriation.  In the months to come, we understand that up to four additional states may seek USDA approval for new CSFP programs.  We will certainly keep you apprised of any additional developments that may have bearing on the funding level needed for FY 2011.

We appreciate your consideration of this important request and look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that no American goes hungry.

Sincerely,

