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SURVEY: CSFP PLAYS CRITICAL ROLE IN ADDRESSING NATION’S FOOD INSECURITY ISSUES
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Only a third of low-income Americans who receive access to life-sustaining meal deliveries and nutrition services through the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) also receive food stamps, according to a new national survey.

The survey of 26,209 CSFP beneficiaries in 32 states shows how important the food assistance program is to efforts to address food insecurity. Compromised food choices lead to poor nutrition and inflate national health-care expenditures, and especially affect the health of many seniors, exacerbating disease, increasing disability and decreasing resistance to infection.
“CSFP plays a critical role in helping some of our most vulnerable residents put food on the table and stay healthy,” said Frank Kubik, president of the National Commodity Supplemental Food Program Association. “CSFP and food stamps are two distinctly different programs, but both play supporting roles in targeting populations at risk from compromised food choices, whether because of age or finances. Both programs need to be strengthened, not cut or eliminated.”

Among key findings of NCSFPA’s survey:

· 34.4 percent receive food stamps. Of those, 42.9 percent get less than $20 per month and 24.9 percent receive between $20 and $50 per month.

· 35.9 percent applied for food stamps but are not receiving assistance. More than a quarter were denied benefits. Others had physical limitations made shopping too difficult.

· 29.8 percent did not apply for food stamps, mainly because they are homebound or without transportation and outside aid, leaving them unable to shop or use the assistance.
Understanding the importance of CSFP, Congress this year has proposed expanding the $108 million food assistance program to as much as $150 million in the 2007-08 fiscal year budget, with the intention of incorporating CSFP in more states.
CSFP delivers nutritionally balanced food packages each month to qualified seniors, mothers, children and infants in 32 states, two Indian Tribal Organizations and Washington, D.C. The program issued more than 5.5 million food packages last year. More than 91 percent of 485,614 monthly recipients are elderly Americans who are at nutritional risk due to low income and poor diet.
Details of the survey are available at www.csfpcentral.org.
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