As a partner agency of the insert your agency name we recognize your commitment to serve people in need in our community. Without your help, thousands of people in our county would have less food in their household and be forced to make even more critical choices between securing food, rent, heat, and light on very limited incomes. We are proud to be working with you in this noble cause. 

And the trend continues……….. 

The President just released his budget proposals for fiscal year 2008. Again this year his budget falls well short of the investments required to meet the health, education, and nutrition needs of our country’s vulnerable families, children and elderly. Some proposals would actually worsen their situation. And this comes at a time when the cost of fuel and energy are rising.

One of those proposals is to eliminate the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Nationally, this program provides nutrition assistance to almost 500,000 low-income elderly and children through the monthly distribution of surplus foods with high nutritional value. In insert county name alone, our organization distributes almost insert number CSFP food boxes monthly and there is a waiting list of people seeking to enroll in the program. 

Already this year, the program’s funding has been reduced, resulting in the reduction of the current distribution, putting more children and seniors at risk. The complete elimination of funding for this program, while offset slightly by the offer to provide $20 of transitional food stamps for current enrollees for up to 6 months, reflects this administration’s established and continued policy of placing the impact of tax cuts and increased defense spending for the war in Iraq squarely on the backs of people who are already among the most vulnerable. Furthermore, it is our observation that most of the seniors that currently receive the commodities will not enroll in the food stamp program because of their personal pride and the stigma attached to that program. This situation is especially troublesome in a county and a region where the elderly population is on the rise.

Seeking to end hunger in insert county name, we at the insert organization name protest and decry this budget proposal and encourage those of like mind to contact your Congressional Representatives and Senators with your objection.  Since many of our partner agencies are faith-based, we ask that you also consider raising this issue of social and economic injustice within your organization. If you are interested, we can provide background material and speaker support. 

We welcome the opportunity to work with you even more closely to help relieve not only the symptoms but the causes of hunger in our midst.
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