Letter to Congressional Representative NOT on Senate/House Agriculture Appropriations Committee:
I am proud to be one of the thousands of people working to make certain that the packages of food provided through the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) get to the low-income seniors and women, infants and children in communities across America.  I know that our neighbors challenged by hunger rely upon me and CSFP to help meet their special nutritional needs.  It is hard work but I know that it makes a real difference in the lives of these people.  I do wish that we could move more people from our waiting list and would really like to be able to serve all of our seniors who are eligible to benefit from this wonderful program but cannot due to a lack of adequate funds.

But these concerns are overshadowed by a more urgent threat –the President’s Budget for 2008 calls for the elimination of CSFP.  Knowing how important this program is to some of our most vulnerable citizens, I was shocked to hear this terrible news.  Please don’t let this happen.

On behalf of the people in our community who do their part to make CSFP work----packing the boxes, delivering the food, keeping track of our services, helping our seniors—I ask you to do your part to save and strengthen CSFP.  Please oppose the proposal to eliminate this vital assistance and support an appropriation of $157.4 million to maintain and modestly expand the program.

Please make your opposition to the elimination of CSFP and your support for the CSFP appropriation known to your colleagues and caucus and committee leaders.  We need you to work for us in Washington to make certain that we will be able to continue to work in our local community helping people, especially our seniors, threatened by hunger.  Thank you.

Sincerely,
Letter to Congressional Representative “ON” Senate/House Agriculture Appropriations Committee:

As your constituent and someone who cares about our low-income seniors and mothers with young children threatened by hunger, I ask you to reject the President’s proposal to eliminate funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Ending the distribution of the nutritional food packages provided through CSFP would have a devastating impact on nearly 500,000 low-income people across the nation, (insert number) in (insert State) and many in our local community.
As a member of the (Insert House or Senate) Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development and Related Agencies, you are in an ideal position to make certain that, rather than being eliminated, CSFP receives sufficient support to make it possible for this vital program to be expanded to serve more of our most vulnerable seniors.
I am very concerned that the decisions made on the 2007 federal budget, rather than easing the burden on our neighbors in need, will make their lives much worse.  Please don’t let that happen.

Please oppose the proposal to cut the funding for this vital program and support an appropriation of $157.4 million to maintain service in currently participating states, such as ours, and to begin the transition of CSFP to what it should be—a truly national program.  I would greatly appreciate hearing back from you regarding your efforts to protect and strengthen CSFP.  Thank you for your consideration of my request and your continued efforts to protect the health and well-being of (insert state)’s seniors and others in need.

Sincerely,
