As a partner agency of the Westmoreland County Food Bank we recognize your commitment to serve people in need in our community. Without your help, thousands of people in our county would have less food in their household and be forced to make even more critical choices between securing food, rent, heat, and light on very limited incomes. We are proud to be working with you in this noble cause. 

You may know by now that budget cuts at both state and federal levels along with the diversion of both food and funds to help those people on the Gulf coast whose homes and lives were devastated by hurricanes last year have diminished the amount of food flowing through the Westmoreland County Food Bank and into your pantry. The result is that the clients of your pantry are receiving significantly less food through the food bank than they have at any time over the last three years. 

And the trend continues……….. 

The President just released his budget proposals for fiscal year 2007. Again this year his budget falls well short of the investments required to meet the health, education, and nutrition needs of our country’s vulnerable families, children and elderly. Some proposals would actually worsen their situation. And this comes at a time when the cost of fuel and energy are rising.

One of those proposals is to eliminate the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Nationally, this program provides nutrition assistance to more than 400,000 low-income elderly and children through the monthly distribution of surplus foods with high nutritional value. In Westmoreland County alone, the food bank distributes almost 1500 CSFP food boxes monthly and there is a waiting list of people seeking to enroll in the program. 

Already this year, the program’s funding has been reduced by over 9.2 %, resulting in the reduction of the current distribution, putting more children and seniors at risk. The complete elimination of funding for this program, while offset slightly by the offer to provide $20 of transitional food stamps for current enrollees for up to 6 months, reflects this administration’s established and continued policy of placing the impact of tax cuts and increased defense spending for the war in Iraq squarely on the backs of people who are already among the most vulnerable. Furthermore, it is our observation that most of the seniors that currently receive the commodities will not enroll in the food stamp program because of their personal pride and the stigma attached to that program. This situation is especially troublesome in a county and a region where the elderly population is on the rise.

Seeking to end hunger in Westmoreland County, we at the Westmoreland County Food Bank protest and decry this budget proposal and encourage those of like mind to contact your representatives and Senators Specter and Santorum with your objection.  Since many of our partner agencies are faith-based, we ask that you also consider raising this issue of social and economic injustice within your organization. If you are interested, we can provide background material and speaker support. 

We welcome the opportunity to work with you even more closely to help relieve not only the symptoms but the causes of hunger in our midst.

Board of Directors

Westmoreland County Food Bank

Sample Script for Calling Your Representative Regarding CSFP

[for board, staff, agency use]

As your constituent and as someone who cares about our low-income seniors and mothers with young children threatened by hunger,  I ask you to reject the President’s proposal to eliminate funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program [CSFP] in his 2007 budget.

Ending the distribution of nutritious food boxes through CSFP would have a devastating impact on nearly 500,000 low-income people across the country including more than 15,000 in Pennsylvania; Westmoreland County alone serves nearly 1,500 seniors through this program each month.  

I am very concerned that the decisions made on the federal budget, rather than easing the burden on our needy neighbors, will make their lives much worse.  Please don’t let that happen.  If you share my concerns, I respectfully request that you communicate your position to your colleagues and leaders.

Please let the Chairman and members of the Budget Committee and the Agricultural Subcommittee, as well as your caucus leaders, know that you oppose the proposal to cut the funding for this vital program.  I would greatly appreciate hearing back from you regarding your efforts to strengthen and protect CSFP.  

Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Press Release:  President’s Budget Cuts Food for Nearly 1,500 Local Seniors
Nearly 1,500 senior citizens living in poverty in Westmoreland County will not receive their supplemental food boxes next year since President Bush has eliminated funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program [CSFP] in his 2007 budget. 

“Now is not the time to cut federal nutrition programs”, said Marlene Kozak, Executive Director of the Westmoreland County Food Bank.  “With the high cost of gasoline, home heating and prescription drugs, many seniors are having a hard time keeping food on their tables”.   

Since 2002, the Westmoreland County Food Bank [WCFB] has delivered CSFP food boxes to 1,490 families, primarily seniors, throughout Westmoreland County each month.   Kozak adds, “In 2006, CSFP funding was cut by 9.2% which resulted in 137 seniors losing their supplemental food boxes.  Now, the President wants to eliminate the program entirely.  The only way we can stop this tragedy from happening is to appeal to Congress to reinstate CSFP funding in ‘07”.

The Commodity Supplemental Food Program is a national, anti-hunger program which provides monthly, nutritionally-balanced food boxes to nearly 500,000 low-income seniors across the country; in Pennsylvania, the program serves over 15,000 people.     The CSFP program was established more than thirty years ago to supplement other federal nutrition programs like Food Stamps.  While CSFP serves primarily seniors, select Women Infants & Children Program [WIC] recipients also benefit from the program. 

For more information on this issue and how you can help, please contact the Westmoreland County Food Bank at 724-468-8660.

Sample Letter [for Client Use]
Dear [Senator/Representative’s Name],

I have been receiving CSFP food boxes for four years.  I’m 65 years old and don’t know what I would have done without this food as I live on a fixed income.  

Every month, most of my money goes toward rent, utilities, and prescription medications.  And with the high cost of gasoline and home heating, I’m having a very hard time getting by.

There were many months this past year when I would have gone hungry without CSFP food.  Please don’t cut the CSFP program.  Please don’t take food away from our nation’s seniors.

Sincerely,

[sign with name and address]
For calls to your Congressmen/women and Senators, call the Capitol switchboard: 202-225-3121 [Congressmen]; call 202-224-3121 [Senators].  Ask the operator to connect you to your legislator.  If you don't know who your legislator is go to http://www.hungeractioncenter.org.  When you're in the site, click on "legislator search" and enter your address and zip & it will tell you who your legislators are.  If you have any difficulty, please call/email me for assistance.  
 

When you reach your rep, ask to speak to the staff who is responsible for food & nutrition programs.
 

Time is of the essence.  If you haven't called yet, please do so as soon as possible so that we can save this vital program.  Please let me know whom you've called & the outcome of the call[s].  
 

