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In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson gave birth to a number of social service programs, when he declared, “Way on Poverty” in America.  Representatives from (AGENCY) who feed low-income seniors contend that the White House’s proposed 2007 federal budget declares “War on the Poor.”

The Administration’s budget eliminates funding for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), a federal nutrition program that provides food to over (number of participants) seniors and young families in (Community) each month.

“I really appreciate receiving CSFP,” said Fred Knipschild, an 85-year-old WWI veteran who is especially proud of his service in the South Pacific.   “It would be really tough to try and live without this program.”  Added Knipschild after learning about the proposal to shut down the program (or similar client quote).
Locally, this represents the threatened loss of (pounds) of nutritious food annually.  Approximately 90% of CSFP recipients are low-income seniors who receive meats, fruits, vegetables, cereal, milk, peanut butter, cheese and other foods.

“Keeping seniors healthy and living independently through proper nutrition embraces so many of our nation’s goals and values,” said (Name) from (Agency).  It is inconceivable that the White House could justify eliminating CSFP, “ added (Name).
(Name) vowed that community leaders are going to battle the proposal to eliminate the food program and appeal to Congress to save CSFP.
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“Please, I hope they won’t take it away from us seniors,” said 84 year-old Esperanza Litonjua, upon learning of the proposal to shut down the food program from which she benefits.  “Anything I get from CSFP is a great help to me,” added the retired farmworker and great-grandmother of eight (or similar Client quote).

Litonjua was responding to news that the White House eliminated funding for a federal nutrition program serving seniors in their proposed 2007 budget.  If the budget proposal is enacted over 500,000 needy seniors and young families nationally will lose vital food.

Locally, this cut represents the loss of over (number) pounds of nutritious food annually.  Over (number), (community) residents receive nutritionally balanced “prescription” food boxes each month from the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) containing meat, fruits, vegetables, cereal, milk, peanut butter, cheese and other nutritious foods.  Approximately 905 of program benefits go to low-income seniors.  A primary benefit of the program is keeping low-income seniors healthy and living independently through proper nutrition.   Many local volunteers in community and faith-based organizations are involved in assembling the food boxes each month and delivering the food to homebound seniors.

The White House proposed elimination of the food program at a time when the number of Americans living in food insecure households grew to 38.2 million in 2004.

(Name), (Title) is gravely concerned about the proposed elimination of CSFP, saying “it is inconceivable that the administration could justify cutting low-income seniors form a nutrition program they rely on to remain healthy, especially at a time when so many seniors are also hard hit by rising health care, heating and transportation costs.”

(Agency) officials vowed to work with local senior groups, food pantries, churches, and other community groups to appeal to Congress to protect the food program for seniors, women and children.

